Computerized database of drug interactions: a paradigm for resolving a communication gap in otolaryngology.
The tremendous increase in the number of prescription and non-prescription drugs available to physicians and patients increases the likelihood for adverse drug interactions. This study addresses the feasibility of using contemporary computer technology to provide the physician with the most up-to-date information in order to prevent such adverse reactions. The study involved three stages: 1. determination of physician attitudes regarding the use of the database; 2. creation of a database applicable to otolaryngology; and 3. testing of the database in office practice. The study demonstrated that many physicians were unsatisfied with their ability to remain conversant with the literature regarding drug interactions and that they were receptive to the notion of using computers for this purpose. It further demonstrated that a database could be constructed by an otolaryngologist for use in office practice and that the database contained other clinically useful information.